[Influence of cardiopulmonary bypass on risk of AF after coronary artery bypass grafting].
Atrial fibrillation is the most common tachyarrhythmia after coronary artery bypass grafting. The etiology of this arrhythmia and factors responsible for its genesis are unclear. The aim of this study was to compare the frequency of AF in patients undergoing coronary artery bypass grafting without the use of cardiopulmonary bypass (CPB) with those undergoing CABG using standard CPB. The study population consisted of 325 patients who underwent coronary artery bypass grafting between June 2000 and December 2001 (mean age 60.02, range 38-83 years, 242 males). Each patient had continuous ECG monitoring since the operation to the third postoperative day. AF occurred in 100 of 325 patients (30.76%). Patients were divided into two groups according to the presence (group A-100 patients) or absence (group B-100 patients) of post-CABG AF. Patients in both groups were compared. Intraoperative variables were used to compare the two groups. Patients with AF were significantly older (66.04 +/- 7.88 vs. 60.49 +/- 9.74 p = 0.0001). There was no statistically significant difference in the incidence of atrial fibrillation between the patients after coronary artery bypass grafting procedures, performed with or without cardiopulmonary bypass.